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U.S. Department 400 Seventh St., SW.
of Transportation Washington, D.C. 20590

Research and
Special Programs
Administration

October 8, 2004

Mr. John Cox e
Executive Air Safety Chairman L
Air Line Pilots Association, International

535 Herndon Parkway

Herndon, VA 20172-1169

Dear Mr. Cox:

This acknowledges our receipt of your September 29, 2004 letter requesting an amendment of
the Hazardous Materials Regulations to develop a packing standards to protect lithium batteries
from damage, short-circuiting and from self-ignition if exposed to heat from a suppressed or
unsuppressed cargo fire. In addition, you request that we conduct further testing of lithium-ion
batteries and batteries in equipment. Alternatively, you request that, if the above cannot be met,
bulk shipments of lithium batteries be forbidden from both passenger and cargo-only aircraft
until adequate packaging standards are in place.

Your request has been assigned petition number P-1445. This number is for tracking purposes
only. Your request has not been assessed for merit. If accepted under 49 CFR 106.95 as a
petition for rulemaking, it will be considered for a future rulemaking action.

If you write or call us regarding this request, please make reference to this number.
Sincerely,

arolyn D. Drakeford, Program Asistant
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards




