
U.S.Depar?ment d 
Transportation 
Office of the Secretary 
of Transportation 

P.s~ i r l an !  Secretary 

April 26, 2004 

The Honorable James L. Seward 
New York State Senate 
Albany, NY 12247 

Dear Mr. Seward: 

Thank you for your letter of April 15. addressed to Secretary Mineta, supporting an 
application of the lthaca Tompkins Regional Airport for a grant under the Small Community 
Air Scrvice Development Program (Small Community Program). The Secretary has asked 
that I respoiid to your letter directly. 

On March 15, the Departmcnt of Transportation issued an order inviting proposals fiom 
communities interested in applying for a grant under the Small Community Program this 
fiscal year. miis program provides an excellent opportunity for sinall communities to 
improve their air service and to address problems with their airfares. Unique to this program 
is the flexibility that it provides conimuniries in dcveloping solutions to achieve these goals. 
Undcr this program, the Department can rnake a maximum o f  40 grant awards each year, 
altliough no more than four awards m a p  be to any one state. The program has been very 
popular. DurinS each of the two years that i t  has been funded, the Department received well 
over 160 applications, many more than could be granted under the statute. The Department 
expects a similar response this year. 

The deadliiic for filing proposals is May 14 Although an appjication from Ithaca has not 
yet been filed, I assure you that the Department u i l l  give full consideration to the proposal 
should it be submitted by the filiny dcadline 

In addition, as you may hiow, Ithaca filed an  application in fiscal year 2003 under this 
pmgrani. Under h e  statute, the funds appropriated in each fiscal year remain available until 
expended. Consequcntly, the community-s tiscal year 2003 application rennins eligible for 
a n  award should grant fiinds aLvarded last ).ear not be used. 



As is our rionnal practice, I am placing a copy of your letter and this response in Docket 
OST-2004- 17343 as a contact outside the record of this matter. 

1 appreciate your interest in this program. If 1 c.an provide further information or 
assistance, pleasc let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Karan K. Bhatia 
.4ssistant Secretary 

for Aviation and International Affairs 
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April 15,2004 

The Hon. Norman Y. Mineta 
Secretary of Transportation 
(J. S. Department of Transportation 
400 7th Street, S.  W. Room 10200 
Washington, D. C. 20590 

~ e :  r ” c A  ~roMPmivs REGIONAL AIRPORT 
Ithaca, New York - Appln. for Small Community 
Air Service Development Grant 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

I am writing in support of the grant application from the Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport. As 
you may have read recently in USA Today, Ithaca has been named the “Number 1 Emerging City in the 
United States”. It is well named. In addition to being in the heart of the beautifid Fingerlakes area of 
Central New York, it is home to Cornell University, Ithaca College, Tompkins Cortland Community 
College and to a large number of important businesses. 

The air travel needs of this community are substantial but the erosion of air service 
has produced a lack of competition and very high airfares, forcing people to look to other 
airports for reasonably priced flights. Having all these people driving long distances for air 
travel is unproductive and costly for our schools and businesses as well as for the local 
economy. 

A Small Community Air Service Development grant would assist Ithaca with its goal of 
attracting another air carrier to compete with its sole existing carrier, US Airways Express. A second 
airline would bring a greater choice and lower airfares that would be a tremendous help for our very 
mobile community. 

As the “Number 1 Esmerging City in the linited States”, Ithaca may well be the community of the 
future Sincc it is isolated frorn rail and the interstate road system, it is vital that air service be improved 
over what is currently available Your utmost consideration of Ithaca’s application \+ ould be greatly 
Ltpprec iatcd 

Sincerely yours, 

JI.S:iriib 
\MES L. SEWAKD 
tate Senator 
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