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American Airlines, Inc. and its regional affiliates, 

and Canadian Airlines International Ltd. and its regional 

affiliates, hereby jointly respond to the I1answer1l filed on 

August 15, 1996 by Delta Air Lines, Inc. to the petition for 

reconsideration of Order 96-7-21 filed on August 5, 1996 by 

United Air Lines, Inc. American and Canadian jointly move for 

leave to file this response to Delta, which should be accepted 

in the interest of a complete record in this docket. 
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Delta's ''answer" is procedurally deficient and should 

be dismissed. Under the Department's rules, 14 CFR 302.37, 

petitions for reconsideration of a final order are due within 

20 days, which in this case was August 5, 1996. United peti- 

tioned for reconsideration on the due date, but Delta did not. 

On August 15, the due date for answers, Delta filed a pleading 

that cannot legitimately be deemed an answer to United, but is 

instead an untimely petition for reconsideration of Order 96-7- 

21. Delta states that it "takes no position on United's asser- 

tion that it is entitled to 'contemporaneous consideration' of 

its alliance with Air Canada" (p. 2). Delta then proceeds with 

what is in effect its own petition for reconsideration, dis- 

ingenuously styled as an "answer" to United. 

As provided in 14 CFR 302.39, within 10 days after a 

petition for reconsideration is filed, "any party to the pro- 

ceeding may file an answer in support of or in opposition." By 

its own terms, Delta's "answer" neither supports nor opposes 

United's petition, but presents arguments that Delta was 

required to make in its own petition for reconsideration, had 

it chosen to submit one on a timely basis. 

stances, and in the interest of fairness to the parties and the 

integrity of the Department's rules, Delta's "answer" should be 

dismissed. 

In these circum- 
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Associate General Counsel 
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