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Restriction of Evght Operattom at Historic College Park Airport 

After September I t there were mandatory pmhbitiona enacted for aircraft opcrationa 
with only the W-on 1vt8 still under rcsuiction akr September 13. Thio action wm 
accomplished througb emergency & traf6c  le^ iseued by the Code of Padcral 
R e g u l n t h ~  (CFR) 91. Thc rcatriated fiat m a  was d w s d  in October and December 
ta allow lirnitad flight operations at National and other airfields within an 18-2S mile 
radius of ths Capitol. In December the subject area was again decreased leaving only 
College Park Airport, Hyde and Potomac airfields cloacd to flight operations. 

. On F e w  12 of last ycar prrsident Bush approvad the FAA’s propoeal that t bse  three 
airficlda bo apcn only to based aircraft. The Spccid Federal Adation Reguh~ons 
(SFAR.94) that currently nsuicfs access and operutions at thcsc three airfirlds are due to 
e x p h  on February 13*. F c d d  Security rcsourccg are making plans to extend these 
resfriGtiorAR fur2 more y-. 

a As i t  c m t I y  stands the so-called DC-3 arc curzlbatly closed to all transient trafiic and 
have other restaictione so prohibiting flight that most pilots have moved to other nearby 
aLfrelds where t h y  do not have rssoiction~ 

. Re&rictioae such 88 intensive security checks, hgapnnthg uee of PIN numbus for 
makiq 
every flight have rtsulted m a huge migration of pilots and airctafte to other fields as well 
as a huge reduction in o p ~ o n s  at these fielda 

flights only aad the t#laiancnt of m- 2 laadline phone calls prior to 

0 Flight opedons at College Park Airport alone ms down 90%, with tenant based aircraft 
and W ~ U C  reduced by O V ~  63%. Fern and f h l  dc~ have d e  100% and the list 
go- on. 

e Cmently these airports cannot o&r flight instruction, maintenance swim, hold 
airfiriril, or other merlrotbg events, ctc. The DC3 collectively supported ovm 1 10,oOO 
opera!ions in the year 2000 &owing hezn aa a great boon to the recreatioual and business 
travel in and aut of our nation6 capital. AOPA baa petitioned tbc FAA to review the 
fdurlly maodatui openting p+Ocedur~r of these 3 drllclde. This petIUon (docket 
#13623) of&n ruggested mcuurcl in maiaWning recurity to these d&I& so clome 
I our nation arpitrs while at Chr mame time sowing meum to com-ur fli@t 
operdosb tbJ wUI ewuw their ecobomlc 8UWfud. Docket 1113623 can be seen on 
b e  at dnu.dot.gw. 

8 We at0 dl clear on ths c o n c c r ~  fbr security nt aidlclds wi- dose proxMiv of t.b 
capital, but their certain demise is not the i”er to this collcaa. 

Thna is a vuy finite point at which t h e  fields will no 1- be able to be mainrained 
and will hwc kt close if ehgo rsstricdom me caatinued fbr mother 2 years. 
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Calk@ PI& Ahport haa 0- S O I U t i ~  IO !ad security concerns and seeks to allow 
mudent opp4sions and other flight o p d o a s  to ensure thu fundamental hodom of 
cramit that is neQQLerry to keep College Park Airport opmting. It would be mors 
appropriata fix f c d d  "xca b mcourngc a well controllad gstrsral avidon faciliv 
than to extePrd rustrictions to tfie point that the airfield cannot operate and will close. 

R q ~ i ~ i n g  a background check on pilots to include a crMnal history recorda chock 
accomplished via PIL on-line waiver q u a t  ZW fliehQ into the Wuhhgton Area Flight 
affa, coupled with iaEonnation such as aircraff typa and roj$atration m but one of the 
suggatioa moda in AOPA'a pddon. 

To v i m  tho petition: http//dma.dot.gov and enter Docket #13623. Corn"@ 232 are 
dudaar re~ammsnded by b e  b c 3  aMelda, 

Signincant History 

rf CoIlege Park Airport clow it will affect the entire aviation cotnmunity as Callqe 
Park &port Js fhe World% Oldest contlnoolty opcradng drfleld. In tbfe year of our 
adonr cumanid It in atrrtrophic to be faced with dbe ultimate demise of sncb a 
historic airfield founded whcs the Wright &0thOr8 came bare to tu& tbc artionr 
le d t s q  pibts to fly the gavemmemb first mllltmy plane. 

Other airlklda arc older but have stayed in continuous opcmtion aa has College Park 
Airpol¶. 

After the Wrightsi hished tbdr instruction the govemment sct up ita first military aviation 
school at this aite in 191 1. Lisrrt's Wap" Amold, Tomy Milling aad othm were instructors 
and flew in early Wri&t& Curtbr p b o a  'hay wen involved in numeroulp fm in aviation 
including the 1" m s b h  gua &at h n  a plane, developed and testing of the ld bomb drslrpk~ 
device, la mik high fli@ by a dlibuy aviator and othas. In 1918 the 1" Postal Air Mail flight 
took off b r a  hcrumd the SGNice waa b a d  at this airfielduntil 1921. The 1" wntmUed 
helicopter flight (1924) ad development and t d g  of the 1' radio navigational aides (1926-34) 
the forerunner of thc modurn E3 Bysbfi W- developed hcte at College Pak Airpor~. 

College Park Airpoa is m e  of the most important sites in aviation history being tied to not only 
the Wright Bmthu, but rloa the birth of military aviation. Its simcance lies in its history and 
in the fbt of staying conlinually opefating since 1909. The extension of these strict security 
meas- to a site that was hmdd due to its Proximity to the Capitol will result in ccctain 
closure fir thir b u r  ate a firct that ir in"gruous with the hct  that Collsge Park AirpOlt is 
centrally involved in the worldwide celebration of the csntntnial of aviation this year. 
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