
1. Southern Airways' dispatchers cannot t a l k  d i rec t l j  t o  their  f l  i g h t  
crews en route on company frequencies (except i n  the Atlanta area (vhere 
they have selcal) .  
passed through operations personnel a t  the i n d i v i d u a l  s tations.  

2. 
th rough contract ARINC f a c i l i t i e s  by means G f  selcal f the f l i s h t  
crew i s  guarding the frequency. 
f l  f g h t s .  

3 .  
contact a f l i g h t  on the i r  regular company frequencies following thle 
procedures i n  Item 1 above. 
one f l i g h t ;  7 minutes on another and 4 minutes on ?. t h i r d .  

All comnica t lons  other than t h i s  have t o  be 

Southern Airways does have the capability to  t a l k  t o  the f l  i g h  t c i - ? ~  s 

T h i s  i s  p c i n a r i l y  us-ld f o r  char',eip 

I 
There fs,considerabie delay when the dispatch c f f i ce  i s  t r y i n g  t 6  

I For example, i t  took 13 ,iinutes t o  c c n t a c t  

4. 
call  ATC and have the f l i g h t  crew call  the covpany. 
th i s  capabi 1 i ty. 

I n  view o f  the above we do not believe Sog the rn  i s  n ,e t ing the recuirerraen 
o f  the subject FAR. 

The bnly way that  Southern can really expedite c i1mnicat ior ,s  i s  t o  
;%;e d i d  *3t t e s t  

Therefore, we are  requesting ar, interpretaiicn f r c n  
Regional Counsel, ASO-7, of Section 121.99 of the FA!s w i t h  p z r t i c u l a r  
emphasis on defining the parenthetical item o f  the r ' \ R  "(ei ther  d i r e c t  3r 
v i a  point t o  point c i rcu i t s )  tetween each Girplane a id  the appropriate 
dispatch office." We do not believe Southern's systsm accomol i shc s t h i s  
nor i s  t h e i r  system r a p i d  and reliable as we see i c .  

Since t h i s  is important t o  completion o f  the evaluation, we uoald a p f r i c i  
your e a r l i e s t  assistance i n  providing the necessary interpretatioi:S. 

- 

m KENNETH S .  COOPER 
C h i  a f  AQAFO. ASO-230 - .  
cc: 
ASO-260 
ATL ACM) 

. 
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Summary of Memo-Request for Interpretation of FAR 121.99 

This s u m m y  represents the contents of a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
“Speed Memo” dated May 26,1977 and prepared by Southem Region Counsel, R.R. 
Hagadone. The original handwrittendocument entitled, “Request for Interpretation of 
FAR 121.99” is not available and photocopies of the document are nearly illegible. This 
document addressed two issues: (1) the meaning of the term “rapid” and (2) the meaning 
of the term “point-to-point circuits” as used in 14 CFR 6 12 1.99. With respect to the 
term “rapid”, the interpretation states: 

Considering the speed of modem jet aircraft (8 miles per minute) we do 
not consider 4,7, or 13 minutes as being “rapid”. Such times thus do not 
meet FAR 12 1.99 requirements. 

The FAA continues to construe the texm “rapid” as used in section 121.99 as meaning 
less than four minutes. 

The term “point-to-point circuits” in 14 CFR 6 121.99 refers to one of two modes of 
communication between each aircraft and an appropriate dispatch office. The other mode 
is “direct“ in which the dispatch office and aircraft may communicate by radio with no 
other persons involved. 

The Hagadone interpretation stated that point-to-point circuits that require human 
relay(s) between the a i r c h  and the dispatch office would not satisfy the requirements of 
section 12 1.99. For instance, if an air traffic controller had to speak by radio to an 
aircraft and then relay that information by telephone (or other means) to the appropriate 
dispatch office and vice-vema, the requirement would not be met. For an air canier to 
use the point-to-point circuit alternative, they could rely on an air traffic controller only 
to the extent that he or she could establish a radio-to-telephone link between the aircraft 
and the dispatch office thus facilitating direct communication without need for a human 
relay. 
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