
Amtrak's recent financial difficulties have been caused not by mismanagement of 
the system, but by the artificially imposed congressional mandate of "financial 
self-sufficiency".  There isn't a successful railway system in the world that 
operates without some level of government subsidy.  Passenger rail operations 
should be subsidized in the United States.  Among other things, an expanded 
passenger rail system whould alleviate the burden on the air travel system. 


