Ceneral aviation has increasingly becone the scapegoat for heinous acts that for
which it had no responsibility. The grounding, then tenporary flight
restrictions, then closure of many airports, now opening of sone under highly
restrictive regul ati ons has caused the popul ati on of general aviation pilots to
be thought of as a higher "threat” than other citizens of this country. The
restrictions, and subsequent public attitude has pressed state legislators to
attenpt to enact further restrictions which would injure the civil rights of ALL
pilots, regardl ess of proximty to other possible "targets."

No ot her means of transportati on has been subjected to the scrutiny that genera
avi ation has since 9/11. No other popul ation of American citizens has been
subj ected to these types of regulatory procedures to access their own property
or public facilities since 9/11. And now, the vast mpjority of that popul ation
is no longer allowed to enjoy sonme of those public facilities for which we
contribute tax dollars because of an unnaned perceived threat.

As a flight instructor, | have brought students to Potonac, Hyde and Col | ege
Park airports as val uabl e | earning experiences. Those experiences are now
denied to us. As an aircraft owner, | often brought ny aircraft to Potonac
where my mechani c resided before 9/11. Now, that option is closed to ne. And
now, six nmonths after the horrible event, there has still been no threat made
public that any general aviation pilot would attenpt to cause any acts agai nst
any targets in the United States. This is in nmarked contrast to the numerous

i ncidents | ogged at "secure" airport facilities through comrercial air, and the
ot her threats nmade agai nst structures through other neans.

Isn't it time to rel ease general aviation pilots fromthe bondage they have been
under since 9/11? Please rescind the TFRs and reopen our airports to the public
uses for which they were intended



