| aman airline pilot with experience in firearns and | aw enforcenent. | support
an armed flight deck for the safety of my passengers and those on the ground. In
the event of an attack, our defensive w ndow of opportunity can be extrenely
smal | and our response nust be as deadly as possible. Because of flight deck
confines, the attacker has an automatic maj or advant age over a defender not

equi pped to a deadly force |level. Non-lethal defense requires novenent to allow
pi cki ng the nonment of response. W don't have that |uxury. Gve an unarmnmed
attacker a book or dinner tray, and he can defeat a taser. Furthernore, firearns
on the flight deck nmust be hol stered on the defender to allow a practiced,
unrestricted novenment to access the firearm A flight deck-installed weapon
won't allow such practice. Al so, the intrusion may bl ock access to a secured
weapon. \When our lives are on the line, don't settle for |less than the best too
for the job, a firearm W also need to renenber that NO door is inpenetrable,
and even Cheyenne Mountain has arned guards.

The solution is layers of defense, with deadly force as the final solution. M
final coment with tasers is you get one shot and that is it, only one set of
barbs to plant. What if you have 5 terrorists? Wiat if you mss with the first
shot? F-16"s are ready to shoot us down, this speaks vol unes of our governnents
confidence in the level of flight deck security.



