Current security procedures are a joke, and is concentrated on "feel-good"
solutions to a problem which needs serious attention. National guardsmen at

ai rports do NOTHI NG ot her than convey a fal se sense of security to the public.
Send them back to their units. Security screeners have little clue as to what
m ght constitute a danger to aviation. Supervisors have little training to
recogni ze the signs or profiles of individuals who could pose a threat. Mich of
their attention is spent on crewrenbers who are often singled out for specia
scrutiny.

To i nprove the woeful security conditions in the US, several steps should be
t aken:

1. Inprove the cockpit door and on-board surveillance. Luckily, this is taking
pl ace.

2. Exam ne checked baggage for potential threats. This is being addressed
t hrough technol ogy and trained aninmals. Increase the pace at bringing these
things on |ine.

3. Train and use undercover agents to observe the term nal/ranps/gate areas for
t hose individuals who exhibit characteristics or manneri snms whi ch woul d cause
suspicion -- and be all neans --PROFILE. The Israelis are effective at this,
and the European screeners do a far better job than those in the US. There is
little judgnent at US screeing points. Wy hassle our elderly who can hardly
wal k, young nmothers with infants, etc. UNLESS they exhibit a characteristic
which would require it

4. Ranp security is basically mssing. The concentration is on keeping
tweezers from personal possession, not on sonmeone with access to the ranp
bringing in plastic explosive in a back-pack

5. Use crewrenbers as they should be used --an inportant and in some cases | ast
line of defence. Get themidentified, stop harrassing them and for those who
are trained, capable, and desirous -- ARM THEM The only ones seem ngly agai nst
this concept are airline managenent, who will always run scared of potentia
liability issues.

The FAA needs to take neani ngful actions and stop the unendi ng eye-wash
procedures which build up a fal se sense of security, and harrass everyone except
"professional"™ terrorists.



