The idea or concept that just because a corporation is fractionally owned and
the FAA does not wish to "overburden" them that the flying public be hung out
to dry in terms of safety, is of great concern to ne. As a Part 121 |icensed

Di spatcher of 10 years with a major carrier, | have seen situations where our
own "highly trained, highly conpensated” pilots have put thenmselves into
situations repeatedly that woul d jeopardi ze the safety of thenselves, thier
passengers, and aircraft w thout the oversight and intervention of a dispatcher
Al t hough this does not occur on every single flight | operate, it does happen

wi th enough frequency as to be of great concern that and agency charged
primarily with safety woul d advocate operation of these fractionlly owned
entities carrying passengers in excess of 20 per flight on aircraft such as
B737's wi thout operational control and dispatchers. It was not too | ong ago that
we just transited to the single I evel of safety concept. Now in a heartbeat, the
FAA desires to throw safety out the wi ndow, and go back to a system of the pilot
flying in "the Blind"

This week alone | have rerouted 8 flights away from strong |ines of
thunderstorns after ATC controllers had cleared these flights directly into the
lines, sone with tops to FL450. Wthout ny intervention, these flights would
have been jeopardized in terns of safety even though two other proffesiona
groups were involved, an ATC controller, and an average of at |east two pilots
in the cockpit.

I have had pilots call me, intending to depart an airport with a systemon MCO
requiring a No-lce Clearance with oat of 40, and fog and mi st and light rain at
the airport without giving it a second thought, until | stopped the flight. The
exanpl es can go on and on. The dispatcher is the second set of eyes to help
enforce regul ations, and ensure safety. As a secondary function the dispatcher
al so has responsibility to the corporation/carrier to ensure the npbst econom ca
operation within the safety constraints. They actually, by thier mere existence
provide for a typically nore efficient operation through better analysis of

wi nd, fuel use, alternate selection, and prudent diversion/cancellation when
needed. There is no "burden”



