I have worked in or near national parks (Yellowstone and dacier) for nearly
50 years. No activities have had a greater negative inmpact on the val ues of
G acier National Park than have commercial scenic overflights by helicopters.
They have destroyed the solitude and quiet that previously were major elenments
in G acier's uniqueness. Helicopter tour operators over dacier daily violate
the current FAA altitude advisory, with inmpunity, distubing wildlife and
destroying the quality of visitor experiences on the ground. Through the
Nati onal Parks Air Tour Managenent Act, the FAA needs to prohibit these
i nappropriate overflights at G acier and not allow themto begin in Yell owstone
and Grand Teton National Parks. |In contrast, fixed-wi ng scenic flights at high
altitude represent a |ong-established use over G acier and have been far |ess
di sruptive than have the nore recent comrercial helicopters tours. Helicopters
(louder, with the penetrating sound of blade slap, flying | ower and nore slowy,
hovering) are terrible, unnecessary, and inapproprite intrusions, destroying the
quality of the Park experience for the vast mpjority of visitors.

| support the 5,000-feet AGL altitude as the trigger for the air tour
managenment pl anni ng process.

The FAA should defer authority to National Park Service in deternmining the
negati ve inpacts of aircraft noise on park values and visitor enjoynent.

Any existing operators that failed to notify the FAA of their over-park
operations should be inmediately prohibited fromconti nued commercial flights
over the relevant Park.

Pl ease al so enforce the no new entrants clause of the Act.

Most inmportantly, precisely define the process and the tine schedul e by which
air tour managenment plans will be devel oped for parks. Respectful ly submitted,
Riley Mcdelland



