Mont ana W | der ness Associ ati on
PO Box 635

Hel ena, MI 59624

406- 443- 7350

Docket Number FAA-2001-8690

Docket Managenent System

US Dept. of Transportati on Room PL401

400 Seventh Street SW

Washi ngt on, DC June 8, 2001

Dear FAA:

The foll owing conments on Proposed Rules relating to National Park Air Tour
Managenment are nade on behal f of the Montana W /I derness Association (MM), a
4,000 nenber, state-w de conservation organization with a 69 year history of
i nvol venent in d acier National Park.

We have read and revi ewed the Proposed Rul es (Docket # FAA-2001-8690) and
comrend the your agency for producing rules that nmay lead to the restoration of
historic quiet conditions to the skies of our national parks, and d acier
National Park in particular. d acier has experienced growh in the Air Tourism
over the years and the Montana W /I derness Association is on record in support of
restoring the natural quiet over Gacier. The vast majority of Gacier is a

wi | derness park, and, as such, commercial air tour operations are inappropriate
where primtive means are the norm Air tour operations disrupt the natura

qui et, spoil the w | derness experience, can be disturbing to wildlife, and
greatly dimnish the natural aesthetic of the national park experience.

The Proposed Rule establishes the altitude (5,000° Above Ground Level (AG))
that conpletes the definition of conmercial air tour operations. MM supports
this altitude if AG. is determ ned by the highest (and not |owest) point in the
nati onal park. The proposed rule does not appear to specify this criterion.

MM notes that the restoration or preservation of “natural quiet” is a criteria
for conpliance with the Air Tour Managenent Act of 2000 and the Proposed Rul e.
In questions reguarding “natural quiet”, we request that the National Park
Service be the determining authority on this aesthetic.

MM requests that the “no new entrants” provision of the Act are i medi ately
enforced so as to prevent yet further deterioration of natural parks’ airspace
and wi | derness character.

In regard to the | ast comment, MM additionally asks that the FAA bl ock any
existing air tour operators fromflying over parks if they ignored the FAA
Advi sory requiring air tour operators over national parks to notify the FAA of
their over-park operations within 90 days of the passage of the National Parks
Air Tour Managenent Act in April 2000.

Finally, MM requests a clear statement of the public process to be used in the
devel opnent of Air Tour Managenent Pl ans.

The Montana W | derness Associ ation appreciated this opportunity to coment on
the Proposed Rule. W |ook forward to working with the FAA, NPS and d aci er



Nati onal Park in devel oping an Air Tour

Managenment plan that protects the

cultural, historic and wi | derness characteristics of d acier

Si ncerely,

Dave Hadden, Coordi nat or
Transboundary Organi zi ng Proj ect
Mont ana W | der ness Associ ati on
P. 0. Box 2001

545 Holt Drive

Bi gf ork, Montana 59911

406- 837- 0783

paddl er @li gi sys. net

Learn More About the Transboundary Fl athead at:

www. t ransboundar yf | at head. or g



