| amwiting as a concerned citizen to cormment on the draft rule to inplenent
the National Parks Air Tour Managenment Act.l want to offer support for the 5000
AGL altitude recomrended by FAA as the triggering altitude for the air tour
managemnment pl anni ng process. Menbers of National Parks Overflight Wrking G oup,
i ncl udi ng an NPCA representative, unaninmusly recomrend this altitude. The 5000
AG will capture nost operators that offer commercial air tours of parks.

Mor eover, the 5000' level in no way interferes with general aviation traffic
since only flight operators who neet the rest of the Act's definitions are
defined as commercial air tour operators. In the air tour managenent pl anning
process, the FAA should recognize the National Park Service's expertise on
natural quiet issues and defer to the Park Service's authority to determine the
i npacts of noise on park visitors, resources, and value. The FAA shoul d begin

i medi ate enforcenent of the "no new entrants” clause of the Act to prevent new
air tour operators fromflying over parks before the air tour nmanagenent

pl anni ng process starts. The FAA should prohibit existing air tour operators
fromflying over our national parks if they ignored the FAA advisory requesting
air tour operators over national parks to notify the FAA of their over-park
operations within 90 days of the passage of the National Parks Air Tour
Management Act in April 2000. The FAA should clearly define for the public and
the air tour operators the process through which air tour managenent plans will
be devel oped. | agree with the sentinent expressed the Grand Canyon Trust that
the our National Park crown-jewels, such as the Grand Canyon, Zion Nationa

Par k, and others on the Col orado Pl at eau, were established on the basis of
giving visitors the opportunity to experience these still wild and renpte pl aces
in a natural state, a condition that includes "natural quiet." There are fewer
and fewer such wild and renote places in the world and we need to do everything
we can to conme up with a process to nmanage the inpact that commercial tour
operators have on the ones that remain. Thank you for the opportunity to express
my comrents on this issue.



