Dear Director Fazio,

| would like to submit comments on the Federal Aviation Administration's Notice
of Proposed Rul emaking for the National Parks Air Tour Managenent Act (14 CFR
Part 136 [ Docket No. FAA-2001-8690; Notice No. 01-01]), and appreciate this
opportunity.

| place a great value on preserving natural quiet and aesthetics in Anerica's

nati onal parks. Wiile hiking in national parks, little has disturbed me nore
than low flying aircraft disrupting the serenity and my enjoynent of these wild
areas. |In order to better preserve the peaceful ness of these remants of

wi | derness, it is necessary to manage comrercial air tours over our nationa
par ks.

After having viewed the Notice of Proposed Rul emaking, | would like to support
the 5, 000-foot Above Ground Level altitude as the triggering altitude for the
air tour managenent plan, as recommended by the Federal Aviation Administration
This | evel was al so recommended by the nenbers of the National Parks Overflights
Working Group with nearly unani nous consent. The 5, 000-foot Above Ground Leve
wi Il capture npst operators that give commercial air tours of parks. This is
qui te reasonabl e because the 5,000-foot level in no way interferes with genera
aviation traffic since only flight operators who neet the rest of the act's
definitions are defined as comrercial air tour operators.

I would also like to note that in any Air Tour Managenment Pl anning process, the
Federal Aviation Admi nistration should recognize the National Park Service's
expertise on natural quiet issues and defer to their authority in order to
deternmine the inmpacts of noise on park visitors, resources, and val ues.

| urge the Federal Aviation Administration to begin inmedi ate enforcement of the
"no new entrants” clause of the act, in order to prevent new air tour operators
fromflying over parks before the air tour managenent planni ng process starts.
Furthernore, | strongly urge you to block any existing air tour operators from
flying over parks if they have ignored the National Park Air Tour Managnent
Act's requirenent that air tour operators flying over national parks notify the
Federal Aviation Adnministration of their over-park operations within 90 days of
t he passage of the National Parks Air Tour Management Act.

Finally, for the public and for air tour operators, | would Iike to request that
t he Federal Aviation Administration clearly define the process through which air
tour managenent plans will be devel oped.

Thank you for the opportunity to submt coments on this very inportant issue.
I ook forward to hearing from you.

Si ncerely,
Chri st opher Lish
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