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To Whom It Ma57 Ccncern. 

! Diplomate American Board of 
J’hysical Rledicine Cyr Rehabilitation 

, 8 

ii 
Diplomate American Board of 

Professional Disability Consultants 

E E Fellow American Academ) of 
f I Physical Rledicine Sr Rehabilitation 

1: 
\Iember American Association of 

Electrodiagnostic hledicine 

1; 
hfember N.J. State 

J’anel of I tearings & .4ppeals 
Social Security Disabilit! 

I i 
Certified Indcpeudroi 

bledical Elanliner-\ 

I am pleased to note that the E:AA proposed regulations regarding in-flight emergenc\r medicine in line for 
upgrade. I am als:, pleased to noto that ~0~1 are accepting public comments on this neij cmcrgency medicine 
in-flight. 

I nas one of the persons who 1 ntroduced a few resolutions in the Medical Society of Nen Jersey Annual 
Delegates Meeting about introducing “Mini Emergency Room ’ 1n airplanes. The resolution was adopted 
for action by the Medical Societ\r and was sent to the AMA Delegates Annual Meeting for further 
adopt ion. 

As !~ou are aware, physicians as well as nurses travel on airplanes on a daily basis and are willing to 
volunteer help in medical emergencies in the short as well as longer flights. I am also aLLare that there is a 
So\erelgn Good Samaritan Immunit!, from lawsuits for the nurses as well as physicians. 

I also introduced one more resolution in the Medical Society regarding mandatog, physicians on cruise 
lines. It was also sent to the AMA Delegates Meeting for further adoption. This year I introduced another 
resolution regarding portable defibrillators and asking to give immunity for physicians who can use these 
portable defibrillators in public places. There are several states \vho have immunity, protection for 
physicians based upon the Sovereign Good Samaritan Irnrnunit~~ lans 

I would urge the FAA to insist on lmmunit>r protection from liabilit:, suits for physicians as well as nurses 
who travel in the airplanes M,ho arc willing to volunteer help in emergent>’ situations. I would also urge the 
airline industry to allow the doctors as nell as nurses to inspect the medical kit defibrillator and the 
available equipment before boarding on the airplane. This \\a\* the\ can bc ~~11 prepared before an < 
emergency occurs to be able to handle the emergent!’ situation in a eff;cient and competent manner. 

I am plcascd to know that \rou are accepting public comments on the proposed regulation until September 
2 1”’ I am herewith enclosing the letter in duplicate to the Department of Transportation as >~ou suggested. 

KSP:ms 
Trans : 4/ 19/O 1 
cc: President of Medical Society of New Jcrse\r 

Prcsidcnt of Ocean Count], Medical Society 

S incerel!, !‘ours. I 1 
k -?A /-ii& 1 L. 

K.6. PITTA, M.D.. FAAPM&R 
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Introduced by: 

Subject: 

Referred to: 

Kutumba S. Pitta, MD 
Delegate, Ocean County 

Sovereign Immunity Against Medical Liability 
for Physicians Using Portable Defibrillators 

Reference Committee C 

Whereas, portable defibrillators are now accessible at workplaces, sport 
stadiums, ferries, airports, parks, health clubs, shopping malls, casinos, and 
airplanes; and 

Whereas, Nevada, New York, New Jersey, and a few other states have 
passed laws to exempt people from liability suits excluding physicians; now 
therefore be it 

Resolved, that MSNJ seek legislation that exempts physicians Corn liability 
suits as a result of their use of portable defibrillators in public access areas; 
and be it fiu-ther 

Kesolved, that the AMA delegation submit a similar resolution to the AMA 
House of Delegates in June. 

No notes applicable. 




