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Dear Sir/Madam,

Subject:, Comments ta NPRM Docket No. FAA 71000-7909, “Improved
Flammability Standards for Thermal'Acoustic Insulation
Materials used in Transport Category Airplines”

The Association of European Airlines (AEA), representin 29 Buropean airlines
operating over 2000 aircraft, would like 1o comment on the f coposed rule:

1. Flame Propagation
In most cases there is an afterflame time up to one Secor (. However, the AEA
would like to propose the following criteria:

« no flame penetration after five seconds and

e the after flame time has to be an average,
because the testing 1s too susceptible for human errors. The naterial will afterbumn
very easily if the burner is not removed quickly enough.
2. Wording of Para 25.853
The worcung of Para 25.853 “or equivalent approved FAA wust method” shouid be
revised to “approved equivalent test method”.

3. Miissing Round Robin Tests
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burnthrough and flame propagation tests to define finally 1 i¢ tolerances for thesc
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Adria Airways, Aer Lingus, Air France, Air Malta, Alitalia, Austrian Ai [ nes, Balkan, British Airways, Britich
Midiang, Cargolux, Croatia Airlines, CSA, Cyprus Airweys, Finnair, It jia, Ieelandair. JAT, KLM, Luttharsa,
Luxair, Maley, Olympsic Airways, Sabsna, SAS, Spanair, Swissalr, TAP Jir Ponugal, Tarom, Turkich Airlines,
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4. Cost

The AEA believes that the costs for the aircraft modifi :aton will exceed the
estimates of the NPRM. There exists additional cost facto % such as Jong ground
times, documentation, engineering, SCTapping according. to the environmental
regulations and small medifications on aircraft structure 13 allow proper blanket
installation. Therefore, the cost analysis of this NPRM shoul i be revised.

Y ours sincerely,

oo T,

Hanna Tiainen
Assistant Technical Affairs



