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Association of European Air ines 

US _ Department of Transportation 
Dockets Do&et No. FAA-2000-7909 - 5-3 
400 sevtsrth street SW. . 
Room Plaza 40 1 
Washington, DC 20590 

f 

Avenue LOUIEZW B-1050 Bruswzk 
Tel. (32 3) 639 80 89 Faz( 839 89 $19 
E-mall oea.sacreurlaVUaea,be 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Subject:, Comments ta NPRM Docket No. FAA 1(11]0-7909, “Improved 
Flammability +ndards for Thermal ‘.\coustic Insulation 
Materials used Ike Transport Category Aitpl IInes” 

‘I’lw Association of Euiopean’ Airlines (MA), representin ;: 29 European airlines 
operating awr 2000 aircraft, would like TO comxnent on the J hoposcd rule: 

1. Flame Propagation 
In most cases there is an afterfkw time up to one seco1 ~1.. Hawever, the AEA 
would like to progose the following niteria: 

l no ff ame pcwtration afeer five seconds and 
l the afier flame time has to be an average, 

because the testing is too susceptible for human elzors. The martial will afierbum 
very easily if the burner is not removed quickly cno~gh 

2. Wording of Para 25.853 
The wordi~& of Para 25.853 “or equivalent approved FAA %t metloci” should be 
revised to %pproved equivalent test rneth~d”. 

3. Missing ku hd k&in Tests 
There are no sufG&~t number of Round .Robin test re J&S available for the 
bumrh-ough and flame propagation tests to define finally 1 ;e rokances for these 
tests. . 

Adria Airways, Aer Lingus, Air France, Air Malfa, Aliblia, Auslrian Ai I nes, Balkan, British Airways, British 
Midlano, Cargolux, Croatia Airlines, GSA, Cyprus Airw8ys, Finnair, lb1 ria. Icalandaif. JAT, Kl.M, Luhharlsa, 
Luxair, Malev, Olympic Airways, Sabena, SAS, Spanair, Swiss&, TAP XF Porlugd. farom, Turkish AirlirIes. 
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" 4. Cost 
The AEA beKievek that the casts for the aiumfk modifi :ation will exceed the 
es&ate5 of the mKh4. There exists additional cost facto x such as long ground 
tims, documentation, taghxr&, scrapping according; to the eatironmental 
regulations and small modifications on aircraft strwture 1: allow proper blanket 
&taMicm Therefore, the cost anzJysis of tltis NPRM shoul J be revised. 

Yours sincerely, 

&JID~ Titiq 
Assistant Technical Affiirs 


