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Cheers! to Mountain time

By BERNIECE M. SCHEID, Beulah

I am writing in response to the time zone measures that Steve Tomac
had in several Bismarck Tribunes. He made a remark such as using
force to those that are for Mountain time. He also stated its as hard as
taking a child to the doctor to get a vaccination shot.

If this were to reverse itself and they would Fut the whole state of
North Dakota on Mountain time, he possibly wouldn't need to use force,
it could be as easy as giving candy to a child. Try it you might like it.

Mountain time should never have been changed, then no one would
have to change their clocks, ahead or back.

Rod Tjaden had a Food remark that Central time wouldn't be good for
the Medora Musical and much more. I haven't seen anything good
about Central time yet.

The pace is too fast the wai it is. We have never harassed anyone on
Central time, but maybe we should start.

It seems those wanting Mountain time should go on strike for it. I say
Hurrah! for Mountain time, best thing there ever was, as far as I'm
concerned. At least we have good ol' Mountain time a few months out of

the year. Cheers! to Mountain time., =
erniece M,
500 1 5t N L Scheld
Beulah, ND 58523
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- Friday, September 29, 2000

Mercer County doesn

B Public hearing heavy
against Central Time

o LAUREN DONOVAN
Bismarck Tribune

€

' BEULAH — A squeaker majority that
favored Central Time in the Mercer
County primary election got way out-
numbered and outvoiced at a public
hearing Thursday night in Beulah.

~ Around 120 people filled the meeting
room to standing-only capacity at a ses-
sion conducted by ‘the federal Depart-
ment of Transportation to get first-hand

input.

Three to one, by a show of hands,
they indicated they want to keep clocks
set right where they are, on Mountain
Time.

Berniece Scheid of Beulah said farm-
ers were too busy with field work to
vote in June and the small majority in
favor — 788 to 690 — didn't represent
them.

“I believe if it were on the November
ballot, it would be ruled out,” she said.

One of the main reasons advanced
for changing to Central Time came from
school officials.

Beulah School Superintendent Wil-
fred Volesky and Hazen Athletic Direc-

tor Joel Wood, said students miss school
to leave early for extra-curricular events
in the later time zone.

Volesky said at Beulah, students in
year-round activities missed as many.as
20 class hours last year. Wood said he
counted 51 hours school was dismissed
early so kids, mainly athletes, could get
to games in Central Time towns.

To a counterpoint that a time change
would just get them home an hour later,
one Beulah parent, Kevin Flaagen, said,
“I believe time in school is more impor-
tant than time in bed.”

Leona Brecht of Golden Valley didn't
have much patience for the schools’

argument.

_. Bismarck&@ribune

“When we have to cater to our out-
side activities, we’re barking up the
wrong tree. School should come first,”
she said.

Barb Richau of Beulah asked, “Why
change it just to convenience sports
players. They’re going to school to learn,
not play all over the state.”

Another reason given for making the
switch was the inconvenience of doing
business across two time zones.

Richard Northrup of Beulah, an
employee at Dakota Gasification Co.,
said people frequently miss meetings
because they confuse time zones.

But Marvin Schnaidt of Beulah said,
“It doesn’t take a calculator to figure out

Bismarck-Mandan, N.D.

't roll over for time change

which time zone you're coming or going
from.”

Phyllis Zuern of Hazen asked, “Mor-
ton County backed out (after a favorable
vote from rural Morton). Why can't Mer-
cer County do the same thing?”

Petrie, DOT attorney and hearing
officer, said a decision should be made
sometime this winter. If the change
comes, people simply won't “fall” back
from Daylight Savings Time in 2001.

The Mercer County Commission peti-
tioned the DOT for the time change after
the favorable primary vote. Commis-
sioner Wayne Entze of rural Beulah was
alone among the three commissioners to
vote against petitioning the DOT.
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