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June 29, 2000

Dockets Management System

US Department ol Transportation
400 Seventh Strect. SW
Washington, DC 20590-0001

Reference: RSPA-99-6283
Docket HM 230

Faxed to (202) 366-3753 = /%%/

Dcar Sir:

As a practicing Nuclcar Pharmacist for over 20 years, I have never come across a proposed
change in DOT Regulation that would have such a negative impact in patient care and opcrations
of a nuclear pharmacy as those proposed in “JAEA Safcty Standards Series, Regulations for the
Safe Transport of Radioactive Matenal, 1996 Edition, No.ST-1".

This proposal as it stands (requiring a commercial drivers program, drug/alcohol testing, annual
physicals, vehicle requirements, management time, etc.) will increase the cost of radiopharma-
ceuticals significantly to our hospital and clinic customers.

This proposal would also be a deterrent to hiring good, reliable, retired personnel that are
employed part time by our company. Most retired senior citizens would not consider a part time
job that would have the additional requirements proposed in No. ST-1.

We currently have ull part time drivers which include retired senior citizens and college students.
These proposed changes will force our company to climinate part time positions and hire fcwer,
full time employees at higher wages. As a direct result our costs will go up and will passed on to
the patient. Unfortunately the quality of our service could go down. Wc will have less
employees and will not have the same flexibility in scheduling and delivering of time critical

radiopharmaceuticals.

Since there would be no obvious improvement in safety; would have a negative impact on patient
care; would increase patient costs, and would eliminate jobs of retired senior citizens and college
students; I ask that the proposed changes for placarding White-1 and Yellow-II be dismissed.



Thank you for your consideration in this matter,

Sincerely,

MM“-”(\MAC P
Scott C. Brower R.Ph., B.C.N.P. ’
Board Certified Nuclear Pharmacist / Radiation Safety Officer

cc William McHugh R.Ph,, Ph.D.




