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June 7, 2000

Dorothy Walker

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., SW

Room PL-401

Washington DC 2059 1

Re: Docket OST-2000-7181-57
Delta Air Lines? Inc.? U.S. Senate Support L etter
Dear Ms. Walker:
Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced docket is a letter of support for
Delta' s Washington National-Salt Lake City service proposal signed by ten

members of the U.S. Senate. Copies of this letter have been served on all
parties.

Sincerely,

CEL2 v 2ettl.,

Robert E. Cohn
Alexander Van der Bellen
Counsal for Delta Air Lines, Inc.
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Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 26, 2000

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Slater:

We are writing in support O Delta Air Lines’ application for four slot exemptions to
serve Salt Lake City from Ronald Reagan Washington National Ai rport (DCA).

Delta Air Lines has proposed two daily Nonstop round-trip flights between Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport and Salt Lake City, Utah using four of the twelve slot
exemptions for service beyond the DCA perimeter created under the “ Wendell H. Ford Aviation

Investment and Reform Act for the 21" Century,”

Asyou know, this legislation directs the Department to grant twelve slot exemptions “to
air carriers 10 operate limited frequencies and aircraft on selected routes between Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport and domestic hub airports’ located beyond the DCA perimeter
(i.e., more than 1,250 statute miles froin DCA). Delra’s application for four slot exemptions to
operate two daily nonstop round-trip flights between Salt Lake City and DCA is filly consistent
with each of the exemption criterion approved by Congress,

Salt Lake City and the dozens of small and medium-sized communities that enjoy
nonstop service o Salt Lake City have long been deprived of convenient and competitive access
to Ronald Reagan Washington Nationa Airport due to the artificial restriction irnposed by the
pesimeter rule. Delta’s application offers the Department the opportunity to immediately correct
this service deficiency. Delta’s proposal will maximize the use of these limited statutory
exemptions by allowing nonstop service to Delta’s Salt Lake City hub, one of the major network
hubs Jocated in the western United States, which will benefit numerous small and mid-sized
communities throughout the intermountain west and across the nerthern tier of states.

As amajor hub, Salt Lake City is ideally situated to serve as a gateway to DCA for many
western U.S. communities. Salt Lake City is the only airline hub located in the intermountain
west and is Delta’s primary western hub. Delta’s proposed two daily flights between DCA and
Salt Lake City will enhance online trave] options to and from DCA for dozens of small and
medium-sized communities throughout the western United States. Moreover, Delta’s proposed
service will increase competition in multiple markets |ocated throughout the western United
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States, provide highly sought-afier nonstop service for business and lejsure passengers traveling
between Salt Lake City and DCA, aswell as provide convenient single connection online jet
service to 65 cities located in the western United States.

_ ‘we urge you to carefully consider Delta’s application. These four SlOt exemptions will
ensure that communities throughout the western United States receive improved access t0 DCA.
Delta's proposal will result in the optimal use of this valuable new opportunity.

Thank you for your considerarion. ﬁ

Robert F. Bennett ' rrin G. Hatch
United States Senator United States Senator
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o A. Daschle Tim Johnson
ited States Senator United Sates Senator

ConradBums Max Baucuns
United States Senator United States Senator
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Larry EXCraig MikeCrapo
United States Senator United States Senator
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Michael B. Bnzi

Uhnited States Senator United Stares Senator
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Honorable Mike Leavitt
Governor of the State of Utah
210 State Capitol

Salt Lake City, UT 84114

Tom Troske

Acting Director of Aviation
Buzz Hunt

Air Service Marketing Director
Sat Lake City International Airport
7076 North Termina Drive
Salt Lake City, UT 84122

Christopher Brown

Airport Manager

Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport

Metropolitan Washington
Airports Authority

Washington, DC 20001

Carl B. Nelson, Jr.

Associate General Counsel
American Airlines, Inc.

1101 17" Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036

Joel Stephen Burton
Donad T. Bliss
O’Melveny & Meyers LLP
555 13" Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004
(Counsdl for US Airways)

Honorable Jim Gilmore
Governor of the State of Virginia
State Capitol

Richmond, VA 23219

Honorable Rocky Anderson
Mayor, Salt Lake City

451 S State St

Room 306

Salt Lake City, UT 84111

Honorable Anthony A. Williams
Mayor, City of the District of
Columbia

One Judiciary Square

Suite 11008

Washington, DC 20001

Marshall S. Sinick

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, LLP
P.O. Box 407

Washington, D . C. 20044
(Counsdl for American Trans Air)

Megan Rae Rosia

Managing Director, Government
Affairs & Associate General Counsel

Northwest Airlines, Inc.

901 15" Street, N.W., Suite 310

Washington, D . C. 20005



Glenn P. Wicks

The Wicks Group, Inc.

1700 N. Monroe St

Suite 1650

Arlington, VA 22209

(Counsdl for Trans World Airlines)

Jeffrey A. Manley

Bruce H. Rabinovitz
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037
(Counsel for United)

Robert P. Silverberg

Silverberg, Goldman & Bikoff
1101 30™ Street, N.W., Suite 120
Washington, DC 20007

(Counsdl for Midwest Express and
Astral Aviation)

Bryan Bedford

President & CEO
Chautauqua Airlines, Inc.
2500 South High School Road
Indianapolis, IN 4624 1

Marcus G. Faust
332 Constitution Avenue, N. E.
Washington, D.C. 20002

Jonathan S. Waller

Senior Vice President &
Generd Counsel

Midway Airlines Corporation

2801 Slater Road, Suite 200

Morrisville, NC 27560

Joanne W. Young

Baker & Hostetler, L.L.P.
Washington Square, Suite 1100
1050 Connecticut Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-5304
(Counsel for America West)

R. Bruce Keiner, Jr.

Crowell & Moring LLP

1001 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004-2595
(Counsdl for Continental)

JonF. Ash

Michael J. Morstein

Global Aviation Associates, Ltd.
1800 K Street, N.W., Suite 1104
Washington, D.C. 20006



