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1 - Genera comment

DGAC would have appreciated to comment on the new draft as amended by FAA.

2 - The rationale that says closer airports would make the flight safer relies on the
suitability of these airports in terms of availability and accuracy of the weather forecast,
runway condition, facilities to handle passengers in very cold temperature. This point has to
be demonstrated for the concerned airports.

3 - The 15% increase for 120 minutes maximum diversion time is not suitable for 180
minutes due to a higher value of 27 minutes.

A new reliability assessment MuUSt be conducted. Furthermere the list of services as
included in Information Leaflet N°20 § 9. b .7 must be taken into account as they are
necessary for a safe continuation of the flight. :

4 - An harmonisation should be conducted at a high level. DGAC is addressing aletter to
ICAO in order to set up an ETOPS Working group and may be a LROPS Working group
including the three and four engines aeroplanes.

This group would be the right body to analyse the extension of the maximum diversion
time beyond 180 minutes . Another function would be to amend annex 6 to include the
evolution of BTOPS regulation as contained iniL 20 and AC120-42A.

ETOPS operations have to rely on the respect by all ETOPS operators of common basic

rules which are too general and obsolete in ICAO Annex 6.

Paris, 24 February 2000

Signed : Gerard Lacaze Labadic




