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I am a private pilot who flies cross country frequently. | also am an avid
hi ker and backpacker who uses Yosenite National Park, Kings Canyon Nati onal
Park, and others as well as National Forest areas such as the Desol ation
Wl derness very close to ny hone. In all ny years of hiking I have never
heard aircraft noise to a level that is offensive. In fact, | often hike
with an aviat4ion handheld radio tuned to the emergency frequency nonitored
by military aircraft as well as air traffic carriers and instruct the
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with whom | hike howto use it as a neans of conmmunication in the event of
an energency. Cell phones are often useless in nountainous areas. |
adamant |y oppose any further restrictions of general aviation aircraft over
park and wilderness areas. There sinmply is no need. I nasmuch as our
mlitary is no longer producing the pilots necessary to carry us as
passengers in commercial flights and to fight fires and provide search and
rescue operations, how do you expect to continue to provide this country
with qualified pilots if you continue to restrict the airspace available to
general aviation. Private aircraft perform many valuable services to our
comuni ties. They do not emt offensive noise over park areas. I can
testify to this personally. At AirVenture this year | attended a forum held
by the National Park Service on overflights of the Gand Canyon.

Af t er war ds

| spoke with the Ranger who conducted the forum and he was extrerreI%_

hel pful in assisting me on approved VFR routes through the Canyon. here
are already sufficient restrictions to separate the small anount of
aircraft

noise from general aviation aircraft and people. In My of next year |
will

meet menbers of ny fanmily at the Gand Canyon and want to give them the
thrill of an aerial tour while remaining sensitive to the pleasures of ny
fell ow hikers. | am sure you will find private pilots engaging in such
tours reduce their power so as to emt the least ampunt of noise possible
and respect the altitude restrictions over Parks which is certainly what |
will do. There needs to be tolerance for the needs of both the pilots and
people on the ground seeking to enjoy our Natonal Parks. It is blatantly
unfair to say we can't enjoy our parks from the air. Thank you for your
attention. Caudette Colweil 1919 Country dub Drive Placerville, CA
95667  (530) 621-3408
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