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Date:  8/2/99 6:28 PM .< LE uOnuETL
Sender: Clive Neale <cn@atlantique.source.co.uk>
To:  9-NPRM-CMTS M9 :05 11 o p.
Priority: Normal P2 47
Subject: DOCKET No FAA-1 999-540 1
Dear Sirs

REF DOCKET No FAA-1999-5401; NOTI CE No 99-02 AG NG Al RPLANE SAFETY

Atlantic Airlines and Channel Express currently operate ten L1838 Electra
aircraft which we believe to be the largest fully operational public
transport FElectra fleet renaining. In response to invited conments
regardi ng the above referenced NPRM Atlantic Airlines wish to respond as
fol | ows:

Wth reference to the ultimte paragraph, colum one, page 16302 which
lists those aircraft to which non-danage tolerance inspection techniques
have been applied via the inplenentation of FAA mandated SI D prograns.

We have investigated the basis that was used for the generation of the
Lockheed L188 SID program and have confirned via report LR 30238 that the
program was generated upon Damage Tol erant Inspection principles and not
solely based upon enpirical service data.

We therefore believe that the L188 is incorrectly cited within this
paragraph with regards to the basis of it's SID program and consequently
does not fall into the category of Non-damage-tol erance-based SIP's

We woul d also like to point out that Lockheed have stated that they do
not consider it a viable exercise to develop the additional damage
tol erance based inspections and procedures proposed in the NPRM

Consequently, it would no longer be viable to invest in the forthcom ng
European avionics requirements (eg: 8.33 MiZ channel spacing, FM
imunity, TCAS Version 7 and Mode S transponders) in the light of the
remaining life of the aircraft under this proposal. Under these
circunstances, the mandatory inplenentation dates of these avionics
upgrades woul d cause these aircraft to be renoved fromservice at the end
of this year.

We believe that this is neither the intent of the notice nor justified or
reasonabl e.

Shoul d you require further information please do not hesitate to contact
us.

Contact nanes:

M P Law L188 Technical Services Director
M C Neale Qality Director

Tel 011 44 1203 307566
Fax 011 44 1203 305748
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