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CGent | enen:

Subj ect : Comments to Proposed FAA Speci al
Federal Aviation Regulation

This is in reply to your letter dated July 8, 1999. W have one
comment and one alternate proposal regarding the FAA proposed
testing of Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighters (ARFF) vehicles after
January 1, 1999, to include the discharge of fire extinguishing
agents.

Several of our State of Hawaii airports have operations in the
early norning hours, thus, will require ARFF vehicle testing
imediately after mdnight, January 1, 2000. D scharge testing
of certain fire extinguishing agents on ARFF vehicles during
these early norning hours will pose a hardship to us due to the
required clean-up process follow ng discharge testing.

D scharge testing of water and foam systens will not pose a
probl em due to sinple system flushing. However, discharge
testing of "dry chemcal" and "Halon" secondary agents w |l pose

a problemfor us. After discharge testing of the dry chemcal or
Halon systens, we nust flush the system by blow ng clean
conpressed gas through the system from the host systens'
conpressed gas source; N trogen gas for dry chem cal and Argon
gas for Halon. Then, due to typically |owred conpressed gas
pressures in the source cylinder, we nust replace the conpressed
gas cylinders wth fully pressurized ones. This will be
difficult to do in early norning darkness hours.
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We propose an alternative discharge test for these secondary
agent systems. After mdnight, we wll disconnect the secondary
agent source from the actuation valve and test only the system
actuation valve for proper operation. The valve is the electro-
mechani cal part of the systemthat is problematic from a Y2K

st andpoi nt .. If valve actuation is normal, the test will be
reported as successful, and the secondary agent source will be
reconnected. After daybreak later in the norning, the total
system wi I | be discharge tested, then follow up on cleanup and
cylinder replacenent will be perfornmed in daylight conditions.

If you have any questions, please call Carl Kawauchi, Y2K
Coordinator, at (808) 838-8803.

Sincerely,

(_ ~,
JE . MATSUDA, P.E.
Al ts Adm ni strator

c. Chuck McCorm ck, FAA-Western Region



