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612 Lincoln Avenue #301
St. Paul, M nnesota 55102
m kerav@ x. net com com
651-224- 8447

May 23, 1999

U.S. Departnent of Transportation Docket No. FAA-99-5483
400 Seventh Street SW

Room Pl aza 401

Washi ngton, DC 20590

9-NPRM-CMTSG@faa.gov

Dear Sir or Madam

This letter is a conment upon Docket No. FAA-99-5483, which concerns
revision to the portions of the FARs which address parachute

operations. | appreciate that the FAA is re-examning the rules in this
i nportant area.

However, | believe that one specific and significant flaw in these
regul ations will continue to be pronul gated unl ess now changed in this
process.

Sec. 105.43 requires that:

(b) The reserve parachute nust have been packed by a certificated
parachute rigger--

(1) Wthin 120 days before the date of its use, if its canopy,
shroud, and harness are conposed exclusively of nylon, rayon, or
simlar synthetic fiber or material that is substantially resistant to
damage from nmold, nmildew, or other fungi, and other rotting agents
propagated in a noist environnent; or

(2) Wthin 60 days before the date of its use, if it is conposed of
any amount of silk, pongee, or other natural fiber, or material not
specified in paragraph (b)(l) of this section.

The 120 day reserve repack requirenent was established many years ago,
before a full and conpl ete dat abase had been established regarding the
| ong-term performance of nodern synthetic polyneric materials.

Manuf acturers' experience with these materials has shown that | onger
repack cycles would not cause adverse inpact.

The original 30 day repack cycle and the successor 60 day cycle were
promul gated at a tinme when natural fibrous materials were used in many
types of parachutes. The 90 and later 120 day cycles were substituted
as the know edge base grew concerning the replacenment synthetic fiber
material s. The shorter repack cycles also grew out of nilitary
procedures associated with varied storage or deploynment environnments
where equi prent woul d be exposed routinely to harsh acidic or alkali
chemicals, petroleum products, or other harnful substances. Such
exposure environnents are rare today in the civilian arena.

The 120 day repack cycle is a requirenent that has outlived its

usef ul ness. Most certificated parachute riggers agree that either a six
nonth or one year repack cycle would be quite sufficient for the

pur poses of inspection and repack of the reserve parachute.



G ven the | arge anount of handling associated with nmodern high density
reserve parachute packs, |onger repack cycles would induce | ess wear and
tear upon what is essentially an enmergency system and which should be
protected from such routine wear and tear

The 120 day repack cycle burdens those engaged in Parachute Operations
with large |abor expenditures, due to the costs of repacking reserve

par achut es. Thi s added expenditure is unproductive and acts as a brake
on aviation activities. | estimate the econonic saving associated with
noving to a six nmonth or 180 day repack cycle at over $600,000. |
estimte the econonic saving associated with noving to a one year repack
cycle at over $2 nmillion..

Let me note here a suggestion for mnor inprovenent: that a cycle time
based on nonths rather than days would facilitate tracking repack due
dates--- the resulting difference in days between repacks woul d be

negl i gi bl e. The present 120 day requirenment requires counting cal endar
days, sonething that would not be required if the requirement called out
“nmont hs" rather than "days"

Pl ease Al so Note: because of the special nature of Tandem Parachute

Equi pment, and the substantially greater wear, tear and stresses placed
upon tandem equi pmrent, and the presence of "passenger parachutists", and
finally because of the |esser experience base in connection with Tandem
Parachute Equipnent, | am of the opinion that the reserve repack cycle
for Tandem Parachut e Equi prent should remain at the 120 day cycle for
the foreseeable future

Thank you for taking note of my concerns with regard to the proposed
changes. | believe that my views above are shared by the vast mgjority
of those nenmbers of the public engaged in Parachute Operations.

M chael Ravnitzky
m kerav@ x. net com com
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