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As a pilot and skydiver, please consider the following conments concerning
skydi ving operations:

First, the pilot in command of a junp ship should not be held accountable

for

the actions of the skydivers after they |eave the airplane. The skydivers
are

pilots in conmand of their own vehicles (their bodies in freefall and their
parachutes after deploynent).

Second, reports of injuries and fatalities should be reported to UsSpa and
t he

NTSB, not the FAA The FAA can get statistics about injuries and
fatalities

from these organizations without putting junp ship pilots in jepordy of
subjecting thenselves to FAA enforcement actions.

Third, VFR aircraft transiting a drop zone nust be nmade aware of skydiving
operations.

| proposed the following to enhance the safety of skydiving operations for
skydivers and the aviation conmmunity:

Sectional charts: The current synmbol for a drop zone is far too small and
i nconspi cuous. It is easily mssed by a pilot planning a flight to or near
an

airport with a drop zone. It should be nade nuch |arger.

Special Use Airspace: The FAA should designate a cylinder of airspace with
rarlilze raduis fromthe center of the drop zone and fromthe surface to junp
altitude that is active from 2 mnutes before junp activity to 5 mnutes
taLéerI ast group of skydivers leave the airplane. The pilot of the jump ship
\Anolilfy ATC of the junp altitude and give the 2 ninute before call and the 5

mnute after call. The pilot will also broadcast these calls as well as a
jumpers away call on appropriate frequencies (UNICOM CTAF). Thi s

ai rspace

woul d be similar to MOA's where extreme diligence should be excersized by
pilots

transiting it.

Airmans Information Manual: A section should be included recommendi ng VFR
operations around a drop zone. VFR aircraft operating near a drop zone
shoul d

moni tor the appropriate frequency to determine if the drop zone is hot (the
above special use airspace would be useful here). Transiting aircraft
shoul d

remain clear of the drop zone. Arriving aircraft to wuncontrolled airports
t hat

share a drop zone should foll ow established pattern entry procedures and
wat ch




for canopies. Departing aircraft should also be mndful of canopies and
fly

straight ahead for 1 nile if feasible. Aircraft operating at conrolled
airports

will follow ATC instructions.

Qher areas of concern: G oud clearance requirenent. Skydi vers make
every

effort to not junp through clouds. However, sonetinmes the spotters
judgenment is

off and once in freefall avoiding a cloud below is inpossible. The

adoption of
the above special use airspace could be used to alleviate the cloud

cl earance
requirement. G her weather ninimuns could be adopted for skydiving

operations
within this airspace that is nore realistic such as sky conditions nust be
clear, scattered or broken, but not overcast.

Thank you for considering ny comments
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