SHEF

DEPT. OF TRANSPGRTATION
Date:  4/20/99 8:32 AM DUCKETS
Sender: <eskdale@earthlink.net> v ARY = an
To:  9-NPRM-CMTS SCHAY -5 AW 853
cc: rep.cardin@mail. house.gov

Priority: Normal
Subject: Passenger Profiling/CAPS

Thi's email 1S tO advise you that I oppose the adoption of

FAA Rule requiring airlines to institute Passenger
hi gher scrutiny

the Proposed
Profiling/ CAPS prograns

in

di scl osed

on their reservation systens in order to select for

passengers

who fit the profiles.

My criticisms are as follows: 1) this rule is guaranteed to result

di scrim natory . o

searches based upon national origin, destination and no doubt, ultimately
in

religious and racial discrimnation too. 2) this rule is an invasion of
privacy

suffered only by those who will fit the profile, said profile not

to the

public-- therefore there is no basis for

profile or

under st andi ng what conposes the

random y sel ected passengers is

how it discrimnates. 3) t he inclusion of

pl aci ng

a burden on passengers who don't warrant it and provides "w ndow dressing"
for

a systemthat is inherently discrminatory and nost |ikely discrimnatory
which in nost

other contexts would be out and out illegal. 4) the profiling system will
financially

burden airlines, by FAA adnission nay put sone snall lines out of business,
when

virtual airline nmonopolies are already being created and will ultimtely

aid to drive

up the cost of air travel for the consunmer. 5) Safety as a result of this
system is probably illusory. 6) This is unanerican--it further invades
and erodes
the right to freedom of nmovenent and the right to privacy. 7) The rule as
witten
does not include the recommended protections--why is that?
Al CGore may talk privacy, but since he is behind this profiling system its
clear his
rhetoric doesn't match his actions. He can expect even lower poll ratings
as result of
this. I'm personally going to nake sure his name is attached to this rule.
Wl liam P. Eskdale -
30 Shrewsbury Court =
Perry Hall, Maryland 21128 P TS
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