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COMMENTS OF AMERI CAN Al RLI NES, | NC

Anerican Airlines, Inc. hereby submts coments on
the captioned Notice of Proposed Rul emaking (Notice No. 99-20,
64 Fed. Reg. 2085, January 12, 1999) concerning the conversion
of high density slots at New York LaGuardia and Chicago O'Hare
airports, held by US. and Canadian carriers, from internation-
al to donestic, pursuant to the United States-Canada Air Trans-
port Agreenent of February 25, 1995.

Anerican supports the FAA's proposed action. Under
the NPRM the FAA would reclassify as donestic 15 international
slots held by Anerican at LaCuardia, and 18 international slots
held by Anerican at O Hare, Wwhich American has used for U.S.-
Canada transborder services? Such a conversion of interna-
tional slots to donestic will conply with the provisions of the

new U S. -Canada bilateral agreement, as the FAA has expl ai ned

‘on April 29, 1998, Anmerican applied for exenption to
redesi gnate 15 LaGuardia slots, Which Anmerican uses for New
Yor k- Canada service, frominternational to donestic (FAA Docket
29200) . The NPRM is consistent with Anerican's application.



in detail in the NPRM (64 Fed. Reg. 2087-88). |t wll also
provide Anerican and other affected U S. carrier slot holders
with increased scheduling flexibility at both LaGuardia and

O Hare, since donestic slots "can be used for U S -Canada
transborder service, any other domestic service, or for inter-
national service" (64 Fed. Reg. 2088).

The FAA should pronptly nake the NPRM final, as the
proposed action is consistent with the U S -Canada Air Trans-
port Agreenent, and wll provide increased scheduling flexibil-
ity to affected U S. carriers.

Respectful ly submtted,

(el BTk

CARL B. NELSON, JR
Associ ate CGeneral Counsel
American Airlines, Inc.

February 11, 1999
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