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Gentlemen: 5
2

As a Corporate operator for over 40 years, Safety, as well as efficient means of transportation, for
our customers is essential. We currently operate a Sikorsky 76B in our fleet of six. The
proposed rule for change to FAR 9 1.167 and 9 1.169 would enhance our helicopter operations.

The rule will allow more opportunities in IFR flight, due to lower Alternate minimums. This
will increase the margin of Safety over flight in marginal VFR conditions. The number of
weather related VFR accidents will be reduced. Helicopters that are IFR certified and equipped
offer unique capabilities for flight in IFR conditions, operational flexibility and the capability to
fly as slow as 40 kts (in some models), unlike airplanes. Unlike most airplanes, helicopters fly
shorter periods between landings, and are less likely to fly in unknown or unforecast weather,
since the destination weather is more likely to be in the same weather system. The ELVIRA
approaches have proven well for helicopters. The reduced Alternate minimums will be proven,
as well.

Another benefit of reduced Alternate minimums, which allows more flight in IFR conditions, is
the reduction in Noise (complaints). Noise is an inherent problem, especially in the Northeast.
IFR flight results in flight at higher altitudes which would reduce noise complaints when weather
is less than VFR.

Thank you for this opportunity to show our support in this proposed rule for change.
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