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Dear Sir/Ms.:

This correspondence is in regard to the Federal Highway Administration’s
(FHWA) request for comments relating to the inclusion of the North American Uniform
Out-of-Service Criteria (OOSC) into the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations

(FMCSR).
The Maryland State Highway Administration is the lead Motor Carrier Safety
Assistance Program (MCSAP) agency for the State of Maryland and is responding on

behalf of the Maryland State Police Commercia Vehicle Enforcement Division, the
Maryland Transportation Authority Police Commercia Vehicle Safety Division and the

Maryland Department of the Environment.

The OOSC is formulated and amended by the Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance (CVSA) with input from FHWA, industry, government transportation officials
and enforcement officials from the United States, Canada and Mexico. Changes are
instituted only after proposals are approved by the applicable committees and passed by a
floor vote of the overall membership. The FHWA has considerable input regarding
changes to the OOSC and may vote for or against them, although they usually choose not
to vote. We are concerned the inclusion into FMCSR would cause lengthy delays when
attempting to amend the OOSC and are not in favor of such a move. The OOSC was, in
our opinion, created as a guide for roadside enforcement and not intended to be a

regulation.
If the OOSC in made a part of the FMCSR, most states would find it necessary to
adopt those regulations into state law before enforcement action could be taken. If any
state legidature fails to take such action, we fear that some states could formulate their
own OOSC which would create a lack of uniformity within the United States and could

have an effect on Canada and Mexico.
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An aternative would be to incorporate the OOSC into the FMCSR by reference
with the provision that the CVSA would remain in control of al amendments. We
would prefer, however, that the OOSC remain under the purview of the CVSA to
promote uniformity and facilitate the amendment process.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter and please feel free to contact me
if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

At S/J/W

Mrs. Dolores¥. Strausser, Chief
Motor Carrier Division

cc: Captain G. Guyton, Maryland State Police
Lieutenant C. Carroll, Maryland Transportation Authority Police
Ms. Rose Clark, Maryland Department of the Environment
Mr. T. Hicks, State Highway Administration
Mr. D. Atkins, State Highway Administration
Mr. J. Rotz, State Highway Administration
Mr. J. Foster, Maryland Department of Transportation



