MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

Alcohol &
Gambling
Enforcement

Bureau of
Criminal
Apprehension

Capitol Security

Crime Victim
Services

Driver & Vehicle
Services

Emergency
Management /
Emergency
Response
Commission

State Fire
Marshal /
Pipeline Safety

State Patrol

Traffic Safety

Internet: http://www.dps.state.mn.us

EPARTHI O 5 g,
h oL Lx:f;';i?'lUH

Minnesota State Patrol .
":”L'S

District 4700

1110 Centre Pointe Curve, Suite 410, Mendota Heights, MN 55118
Phone: 612/405-6196 FAX: 612.405-6199 TTY: 612/282-6555

“12% 7Y

on ~
S 8EP 1,

Yt e .
1y

R S N TR
OO

September 3, 1998

DOT Docket No. FHWA-98-3414"‘<»{
Docket Clerk

U.S. DOT Dockets

Room PL-401

400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20590-0001

Dear Sirs:

This letter is in response to your request for comment about the North
American Uniform Out-Of-Service Criteria.

We are concerned about the possibility of the Out-Of-Service Criteria being
placed in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. It is our belief that the
Out-Of-Service works extremely well and does so because all of North America
abides by the same, uniform criteria. If the Out-Of-Service Criteria becomes
part of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, Canada and Mexico will
not be covered and uniformity will be lost. | don’t believe that all fifty states
have adopted the FMCSR and therefore uniformity within the United States
could be jeopardized.

The length of time needed to make changes to the OOSC, greatly increases if
the federal rule making process is used. Using the current process, changes
are made at the request of company executives, safety officers, mechanics,
enforcement officers, inspectors, administrators, etc.. It is a very open, non-
bureaucratic process. This process allows for equal representation.
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The Minnesota State Patrol strongly recommends that the Commercial Vehicle

Safety Alliance remains as the caretaker of the North American Out-Of-Service
Criteria.

Sincerely,

Gene M."Halverson
Major




