As an individual who has lived overseas (Japan; U.K.) for many years, I
certainly would like to see more mass transit in major metropolitan areas. To
those who complain that train systems don't make money, I think they're barking
up the wrong tree. The Interstate highway system doesn't make money either!
These systems are examples of what I call "social cost," the price we must pay
for having a modern society. This social cost should include maintenance and
equipment upgrades. Amtrak is the butt of too many jokes around the world. We
may not expect to have passenger train travel across the entire US, but we sure
should have safe, efficient passenger train travel in the major population
centers, up and down the eastern and western corredors.



