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January 13,1997

FHWA Docket No. MC-96-28
Federal Highway Administration
Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW Room 4232
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Sirs:
I have nearly 1 l/2 million miles of safe driving experience. The paid miles are at least 10% less,
and that in itself is a problem that safety minded people should be looking at. The hours of service
rules are a big problem. Almost every day I am forced to choose between safe driving and a legal
log book. I cannot do both!

Examples:

1. I am an early morning person, so I often run out of hours in early afternoon. According to
D.O.T. rules, I should waste several good daylight hours when I am wide awake, and then
start at midnight when I am tired and drive through the most dangerous time of day, right
before sunrise. I cannot refuse, because the computer shows that I can legally be there for
my appointment. If I had actually driven this way as often as my log book says I did, I
doubt if I would have this kind of safety record.

2. Traffic. When I must drive through a congested area, I listen for traffic reports. Many
times when the roads are clear, I am out of hours, and if I wait until I’m legal, the roads will
be a mess. Many times I am out of hours when I get done at the customer, and it would be
unsafe, if not impossible or illegal to stay there. I must break the law in order to be safe.

3. Parking or lack thereof. I carefully plan my day only to find that the truck stop or rest area I
planned to sleep at is full or the rest area might be closed or have a sign that says no
overnight parking. Then, I must either park illegally or drive illegally. Also, traffic,
weather, construction delays, etc. can cause a driver to run out of hours some distance from
his planned stop. Once again the driver has to make a choice between a legal log book or
driving to a safe and comfortable place.

4. Weather. Many, many times I run out of hours when the sun is shining, the roads are dry, I .
am wide awake and a storm is moving in. I firmly believe that if I followed D.O.T. rules in
these situations I might not be alive today.

5. The actual act of filling out the log book, as required, can be dangerous. Many times the
truck blocks traffic while I load or unload. I will get out of the way ASAP and refuse to
waste time with a log book while I am blocking traffic.
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6. Unfunded mandates. I am paid by the mile, plus a small amount for time spent at the
customer. Everything else is on my own time, such as waiting for dispatch, trip planning,
detours, paperwork, phone calls, traffic delays, weather delays, truck washing, trailer
sweeping, truck inspections, mandatory safety meetings, drug tests, CDL tests and anything
else that the company or the D.O.T. decides that I should do as part of my “Driving” pay.

7. Penalties. The government has seen fit to protect other workers from this kind of abuse
with overtime and minimum wage laws, while the long haul trucker consistently gives his
job 140 hours a week. Over half of that time is spent actually working and even while
eating and sleeping the driver is still responsible for truck and cargo. Instead of overtime
pay and a guaranteed minimum we get fines and penalties, some quite severe.

As long as non-driving personnel continue to make rules for a game they never play, there will be
few problems solved, so I suggest that some of the rule makers ride along for 2 or 3 weeks and
actually do the trip planning and paperwork.

Anyone who really wants to learn about truck safety is certainly welcome to ride with me.

Sincerely,

oJ&

David Luepke
504 Deer Bush Road
Edgar, WI 54426
Phone: 800-865-3624 Voice Mail 7 11225 1
Home: 715-687-425 1
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01/21/97

To: Docket Clerk:
Attention: FHWA Docket # MC - 96 - 28
Federal Highway Administration
Department of Transportation, Rm. 4232
400 7th St. SW,
Washington DC. 20590

To whom it may concern;

I understand that this committee is looking for professional drivers comments on creaG new --
regulations on hours of service, I have 17 years as a professional driver.
My suggestions would be;
I) 12 Hours on duty, 12 Hours off duty
2) The 12 hours on duty could be driving and / or on duty combination
3) The only drivers allowed to split breaks would be team drivers, 6 hour minimum break
4) Eliminate the 60 hour log or the 70 hour log, go with 1 time.
5) After 24 consecutive hours off duty, reset total hours; ie: 60 hours.

Above all keep it simple.

I would also like to see changes in the future on loading and unloading, that this become the
shippers and consignees responsibility, There is alot of abuse by both.

Thank You:
Regards;

Mark A. Seibel
3 Carpenter St.
Springvale Me. 04083
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