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Paul Hickerson
Rt. 1 Box 60A
Mountain Park, OK 73559

January 5, 1997 z. .c3#
Docket Clerk
ATTN: FHWA Docket No. 96-28
FHWA Room 4232
400 Seventh St., SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am an independent businessman involved in the trucking industry
as an owner and driver. In response to your request for input
regarding hours-of-service regulations I have the following to
offer.

1 Twelve hours uninterrupted on-duty time should be allowed
after a break of at least ten hours spent in either the sleeper
or off-duty status. This would require a longer rest period,
which would facilitate a more alert driver over a longer driving
period.

2 I see no need for maximum hours on-duty rules if ten-hour
breaks are required.

3 If the seventy-hour/ eight-day rule is not disposed of, a
driver should be allowed to begin a new seventy-hour period after
an off-duty period of at least thirty-six hours.

I applaud the FHWA for calling for input in these vital areas
from those of us who are directly affected by your activities.
Please remember that the vast majority those involved in this
industry are responsible, safe drivers and businessmen who need
to be able to follow the rules and also be able to make a secure
living.

Paul Hickerson


