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M. Janes E. Scapellato e
Director, OMC Standards _ T
U.S. Department of Transportation =

400 Seventh Street, SW LEr e :
Washi ngt on, DC 20590 L - L

Peference:Fuwa Docket No. MC-93-12 =

Dear M. Scapellato: 3;;f

~A nunber of ATa nenbers were present at a recent public

meeting conducted by the Professional Truck Driver Institute of
Anerica, Inc. (PTDIA) to discuss the outline for a triple trailer
driver training curriculum During the course of that neeting
comments were nade by a nmenber of your staff regarding the
definition of LCV that will be used by FHWA for the purpose of
?roposed regul ations on mandatory mninum training requirenments

or operators of |onger conbination vehicles. According to those
present, his coments seemed to indicate that FHWA may be
strongly leaning towards including all configurations of double
trailer conbinations as "rcvss® for the purpose of m ninum
training requirements now being considered

Needl ess to say, ATa is concerned by the possible inclusion
of twin trailer conbinations of the tYpe.now allowed in all
states as "rcv’s" for any purpose including possible mandatory
training requirenents. As ATA pointed out in coments filed on
March 16, 1993 on this issue, we believe the definition used
shoul d be consistent with FHWA Docket No. 92-15, 23 CFR Parts 657
and 658, "Truck Size and Weight; Restrictions on Longer
Conbi nation Vehicles (rLcv’s) and Vehicles with Two or Mre Cargo
Carr |a%.Un|tsﬂ' The definition should include the definition of
alL I ch operates on the Interstate System the definition of
Trucks over STAA length on the National Network, and a listing of
cMv’s specifically excluded fromthe definition and the state in
which it is excluded.

_ FHWA shoul d not attenpt to include other vehicle types and
sizes in the LCV training requirement. W believe that to do so
woul d create unnecessary confusion as to the definition of Longer
Combi nation Vehicles and subject [egal tw n conbination vehicles
now allowed in all of the states to needless scrutiny and

cont roversy.
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ATA is conmitted to ensuring that Lcv’s are operated in the
saf est manner possible by the best and nost highly trained and
experienced drivers. W urge that FHWA not cloud the issue of
LCV safety with the concern of training issues not specifically
applicable to any other class of vehicle. Do not lunp all twin
conmbi nation vehicles in the sane LCV category.

We respectfully request that this letter be entered into the
docket on entry level training for drivers of comercial notor

vehi cl es.

Sincerely,
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