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Certification of Pilots, Aircraft and Repairmen for the Operation of Light Sport Aircraft 

Record of Public Contacts 

The FAA held several meetings with industry groups both during and after the public comment period.  The purpose of these meetings was to discuss the NPRM or implementation strategies.  In addition, the FAA took part in developing consensus standards through the ASTM F37 Committee –Light-Sport Aircraft.  The dates and nature of the meetings are described below.  

Generally, FAA personnel presented briefings to the public clarifying certain aspects of the NPRM, responding to questions, and discussing implementation strategies.  These briefings were held during 2002, 2003, and 2004 at Sun N Fun and EAA Air Venture and several major ultralight events.  

During these meetings FAA personnel discussed specific aspects of the proposal and regulatory analysis either during the comment period and after to determine, based on information received from these groups, how the proposal and regulatory analysis should be modified. The issues discussed, however, were also set out in numerous comments to the public docket.  These discussions, while of an ex parte nature, have helped to develop a final rule that is responsive to the comments. 

Consensus Standards Meetings

· ASTM held a large organizational meeting for prospective members of the new ASTM Activity on Recreational Aviation Products.   Industry and international governmental representatives attended the meeting.  April 2002 - EAA Headquarters, Oshkosh, WI.

· ASTM meetings chaired by Earl Lawrence, (EAA) ASTM Committee F37 – Light Sport Aircraft  

September 2002, ASTM Headquarters, Philadelphia, PA 

January 2003, Fantasy of Flight, Polk City, FL

May 2003, Kansas City, MO

November 2003, Tampa, Florida

May 2004, Salt Lake City, UT

This committee addresses issues related to design and performance, quality ign & performance, q

assurance, production acceptance tests, and monitoring the operational safety of light sport aircraft (LSA). The focus of the committee is to develop technical publications for LSA.  Other ancillary meetings, telecons and e-mail exchanges with ASTM committee members occurred during this same time frame 

Implementation Meetings

· May 2002, EAA Headquarters, Oshkosh, WI

· June 2002, Oklahoma City, OK 

· July 2002 Oshkosh, WI 

· October 2002, Oklahoma City, OK 

Representatives from major organizations and FAA pilot certification, aircraft certification and maintenance held meetings to discuss the implementation of the Sport Pilot/LSA proposal, specifically the designation of DARs, DPEs, developing PTS documents and knowledge tests, and the training and certification requirements for the new light-sport repairman.

The meetings also focused on developing strategies with ultralight organizations - EAA, ASC, USUA - to streamline the certification processes for the anticipated 12,000 plus existing ultralight pilots and unregistered ultralight-like aircraft.

Other ancillitory meetings, telecons and e-mail exchanges with implementation team members occurred during this same time frame.

