Feb. 11, 2004

TO:  Docket Management System

        US Department of Transportation 

        Room Plaza  401

        400 Seventh St.

        Washington, DC 20590-0001

FROM:  Valerie Davidson

             13235 Rose Ave

             Los Angeles, CA 90066

RE:  FAA Docket Number FAA-2003-16526

        Stage IV Aircraft Noise Standards

As a resident who lives in close proximity to a general aviation airport, I am angered by the FAA proposed Stage IV Standards.  This proposal has several very blatant flaws in it:

· These New Standards will not apply to aircraft under 75,000lbs.  Although our local airport is considered “non-commercial,” it has seen a shocking increase of business jet traffic.  The Noise and Emissions of these “sub” 75,000lbs aircraft have an immense impact on our community.  Our General Aviation Airport and many others across the country no longer just serve recreational prop aircraft but a growing fleet of business aviation aircraft that continue to be unregulated.

· European representatives to ICAO also wanted a stricter 14 decibel noise reduction in newer aircraft.  Again, the U.S. lobbied for a lesser 10db reduction that most currently manufactured aircraft can already meet.

Posting and soliciting public comment on these proposed Standards is a farce.  These Standards have already been set and agreed upon in international treaty by the members of ICAO including the United States.  In other words, there is no intention of making any changes no matter what the tone of the public comment you receive.

Public Comment should be solicited BEFORE the FAA goes to ICAO to represent what they think is in the best interest of the United States.  When ICAO meets to set future Stage V Standards, the US delegation must really represent the needs of its citizens including collecting public comment PRIOR to the Conference, stricter Noise Standards for ALL aircraft including those under 75,000lbs.

I’m extremely distressed on how the Santa Monica Airport operates under the FAA.  There seems to be no  regard for the residents who live here.  Day after day we have to put up with loud private jets landing and taking off,  flying “under the radar” of these outdated regulations.  The airport traffic has increased and so has the NOISE.  These rich business fleets must be stopped and fined for their abuse to our neighborhoods.  Why does the FAA continue to support these outdated regulations and let the business jets do as they please?

We live in a nice area and it really burns me up when a loud jet talks off and I must stop my conversation until the jet has passed. This is not right. We need action NOW.


