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January 12, 2003

Docket Management Facility

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)

400 Seventh Street, SW

Nassif Building, Room PL-401

Washington, DC 20590-0001

RE: Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe Operation; Fuel Systems; 49 CFR Part 393; Docket No. FMCSA-02-13589

Ladies and Gentlemen:


The National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) represents 20,000 franchised automobile and truck dealers who sell new and used motor vehicles and engage in service, repair and parts sales.  Together they employ in excess of 1,250,000 people nationwide, yet approximately 50% are small businesses as defined by the Small Business Administration.      The American Truck Dealers Division (ATD) of NADA represents 2,000 truck dealers who sell new and used commercial trucks, tractors and trailers.


Last fall, the FMCSA asked for comment on a proposal to harmonize its liquid fuel tanks rule (49 CFR §393.67) with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) rules addressing the same issue area.  68 Fed. Reg. 64072-7 (November 12, 2003). 


The FMCSA’s rule clearly was designed to allow for the safe and convenient fast fill (20 gals./min.) of larger diesel powered vehicles.  However, several gasoline-powered light and medium-duty van and truck models technically are subject to that rule, even though they most often are refueled from pumps that do not dispense more than 10 gals./min.  Moreover, the FMCSA’s fuel system integrity requirements are not well suited for gasoline-powered commercial motor vehicles under 10,000 lbs. GVWR, especially in light of the NHTSA requirements set out in 49 CFR §571.301.  Therefore, it makes good practical sense for the FMCSA to incorporate-by-reference into its regulations the EPA and NHTSA rules governing the fill-rate and fuel system integrity of these vehicles.   


On behalf of NADA/ATD, I thank the FMCSA for the opportunity to comment on this matter.







Respectfully submitted, 







Douglas I. Greenhaus







Director, Environment Health and Safety

