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May 14, 2003

Docket Management System

US Department of Transportation

Room Plaza 401

400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20591 

	Re:
	Notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM), Docket No. FAA-2003-15085

Hazardous Materials Training Requirements


Pursuant to 14 CFR §11.47, the membership of the Aeronautical Repair Station Association (ARSA) hereby requests an extension of the comment period in the above referenced Docket.

The Aeronautical Repair Station Association (ARSA) represents the interests of over 400 companies involved in the maintenance, preventive maintenance and alteration of civil aviation products, components and parts.  Our primary mission is to ensure the safe, uniform and even-handed application of the FARs to anybody engaged in civil aviation maintenance.

ARSA believes there is good cause for the extension and that it would be in the public interest.  Indeed, the NPRM proposes to “add requirements for repair stations that would allow the FAA to increase its oversight of the training they are required to conduct under the DOT’s hazmat training requirements in 49 CFR Part 172.”   The proposed regulation has a very broad impact on our members, including but not limited to the creation of new training programs and the potential for losing its repair certificate for non-compliance with the proposed rule.  The proposed rule also estimates over $100 million costs on our members for a 10-year period. 

Considering the potential financial burden and substantive impact of the NPRM, we would like to conduct a survey of our membership and have the opportunity to provide the FAA with meaningful and informed comments. 

For the above stated reasons, ARSA respectfully requests the FAA to extend the comment period in this matter from July 7, 2003 to at least September 3, 2003.

Sincerely,

/s/

Sarah MacLeod

Executive Director

Aeronautical Repair Station Association
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