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My comments support the FAA requirement that pilot’s carry an acceptable photographic identification along with their pilot’s license.

I am a licensed pilot (FAA Certificate # 2190005) with the following ratings: Commercial Pilot – Lighter-than-air free balloon, Private Pilot – Single engine airplane, Private Pilot – Glider aero tow.  My flight experience includes the Cessna 172 airplane, Schweitzer 2-33 glider, and Raven S-50 hot air balloon (56,000 cubic feet capacity).

Photographic Identification
I strongly support the FAA’s new rule requiring that pilots carry valid photographic identification in addition to their pilot certificate.  This is an important step for protecting the security of our general aviation system.  The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) should be thanked for submitting this very practical and quick method for improving our security.

Everyone renting aircraft should be encouraged to carefully examine the photographic identification of the renter pilot.  This will inhibit any terrorist access to general aviation aircraft.
Long Term Photographic Security
In the long term, the FAA should consider issuing photographic licenses similar to those issued by state motor vehicle departments.  Each pilot’s license would have a photograph of the pilot that would be produced by a digital camera.  This would allow the FAA to create a photo ID database of United States pilots that law enforcement officials could access as needed.

Access to this photo ID database should be restricted to authorized governmental personnel and law enforcement officers.  Designated examiners could be equipped with digital cameras for updating the license photos when applicants complete flight reviews or upgrade their flying privileges.

Extra funding should be obtained from Congress for the phase-in of this photo identification system.
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