To: U. S. Department of Transportation Dockets



December 6, 2001


Docket No. FAA-1999-5836


Room Plaza 401


400 Seventh Street SW.


Washington DC 20509

Gentlemen:


As currently worded “Sec 145.221 Reports of failures, malfunctions, or defects” would cause a severe burden on this and all other repair stations.  Under the current regulations  145.63 (a) only  a “serious defect in, or other recurring unairworthy condition” is required to be reported but under 145.221 (a) you are required to report  “any failure, malfunction, or defect of an article.”


There currently are no definitions in FAR part 1 or part 145 for failure, malfunction or defect therefore we will have to use the dictionary definitions.


FAILURE: a breaking down of  strength or efficiency, be totally ineffective.


MALFUNCTION:  the failure to work.


DEFECT : Lack of perfection, a fault – PERFECTION: having no defect or fault.-FAULT: defect or 

                               impairment.- IMPAIRMENT: to diminish in strength or quality.


We are an FAA Repair Station with Accessory Class 1&2 ratings and we currently have 4 employee’s. A review of our records show that for the 1st eleven months of 2001 this repair station has overhauled or repaired 1,210 hydraulic accessories and based on our interpretation of FAR part 145.63 (a) none of these accessories or their component parts were considered to have a “Serious defect in or other recurring unairworthy condition” that would have required us to report to the Administrator.  However when we review these same 1,210 accessories and their component parts based on FAR 145.221 (a) and use the phrase “any defect” instead of  “serious defect”  we find that 517 of these accessories had one or more component parts that would have required us to report to the FAA within 96 hours of our discovery.  These defects were parts that did not meet the inspection criteria as spelled out in the Components Maintenance Manual or did not pass the test requirements without repair or replacement.


The total number of reports that would have to be written based on the new FAR 145.221 (a) is in excess of 1500. Using the FAA calculations of 10 hours per report @ $15.00 per hour the new part 145.221(a) would have cost us for the 1st eleven months of this year $225,000.00 or over ¼ of our total sales for that period.


I would strongly recommend that the word “any” be replaced by “a serious”.  Unless this or some other limitation is added to the requirements to report, the cost incurred by all repair stations would be prohibitive and in many cases would adversely affect their continued survival.

Regards
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